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7° CO, 430th CIC Dot' ' fBW C2 Opns date 12 Fob 53 ' f Ma T • 

■; 1 ••4 •' : : : : ,n(BS 0 N/FPD/pr .7 :• •• 4 : 

1*. Subject has had contact .with Kurt pOHGKR, a US citizen recently arrested l;:;, 
•for.' espionage on behalf ;f :the Soviot Union.: . P01IGEP. and hi? espionage associate, ; 
Otto .. VidUSER, . will bo tried: in the US coupto'pn.13 April 1953; it in therefore -jV;.!. 
imperative that Subject's past contacts with FPHGER (and in all likelihood, VSRBUt' 
as foil) be expeditiously plarifiod. 1 9 

2* The following information constitutes tho total information in the files; :]/.'{ 
of this office on the relationship between Subject and POUGER: V. 

.• . i a. On 6 Uarch 1950 Ur. Peter 1II1L2R, Departcent of Arny civilian foraSriy^ 
attached to CIC Vienna, declared to Ur, Harr/ F? 'JTZGR/1T, then Chic-f of Opora-k: 



■ he :;hkd brr Cflsccl at ^9 have /a hook v/rittep by" HOETTXs^ : 

explained that the Americans' had dropped him as an operative, and that 'hp. wisbcdS^l.te' 
to get back in their good graces, -He asked . PONGEE to attempt to, intercede f Q?Vi 



earn on nxp. ,rne case, appears wo oe exesaj, as x wnougpt. - iro (phcu^wu 
shifted to another theme, " • p. 

b. 4 report dated 24 April 1950 contains the following statement rcgaiditSi^ 
Subject: " In a recent conversation .with a confidential source of CIC, liOETTU j: ^?'/M 

stated that he is in contact with two .American Jewish CIC agents,., whom he Jrnow j 
f rwa 'Nuernberg, who keppfhira'. informed- as to. all that takes place regarding hia 
person in Vienna. It is. cpirj eptiircd that hOSiTl, nay ho referring to. VERDI-?.. ?i4j 
PONGER, - who are - perhaps: representing thcnselves SP CIC agents. t : ! T?. fN 

•: - c. On is Ctetcber 1950 a controlled Aacricrn source reported: ''Kurt 



indicated'that' he' night be. interested in any future .literary efforts ty UOUTTL | ' co /'js 
fraa 'a business point of viaw. ; **4 



"In talking. to HpSI 
policy: lie had ft on’ rc 
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with tho throat of an ima&nfcnt Soviet invasion , persons of t ho type of 
FIERLUfGER would emerG® .in all Socialist portion : in Europe, ■ / Thooo aon would 
suocood in diverting at least a porti&n of tho Socialist parties to the 
communist camp by usiLig tho false slogan of '^orJcora 1 Solidarity*,,. -Thia ; 
defection would bo suffio lent to swing rostorn Europe to the sido Of the 
People's Donopracios.. In Austria, too, Anprioen policy, t 7 hieb olroedjr 
alas at eliminating th® SFOe, would strengthen ita efforts in this 
direction. n /V. v :.. Y’Y’Y 

d, A report dated 10 January 1951 doscribos a meeting FGIJQER 
end VERBER had with Dr. Karl hiNJttER and Dr, Ronan LOOS on 24 Kovcaber 
1950 in the apartment of m'JNKLER at Karkus Sittikusstrasso 15 * . 

.' "After the newspaper mon hed loft,; TfJH»CI.ER and LCOS jpinod thia 
Agont (Kurt NEITHER) , '. Nhpg inquiring about tb® newspaper non, EIJ 3 Q£?. . 

. cxjlnino d thnt one was a Kurt KONGER, fac- ripan <t itizc n and newspaper 
nan from Vienna and on acquaintance of Willi H 05 TIL. WINKLER further 
Stated that the other wan was not identified, but F 01 IGER indicated that 
. ho was his brother-in-law, . This Agent then asked ITJENKJJ& what tho purpose ' 
of their visit hod been. './IjJKLER roplicd,thet he really did not know. 

The nan had repained vdth hi« for approximately throe hours findhal 
engaged in extensive conversation. jiOiiCILR maintained that only t epics 
of .general interest had boon discussed, V, \ 7 J*ilQCR. inquired t&otb®r 
he should ask fiOSTTL for further details about tho two pen. This Agent • 
replied in the negative. 
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"The undersigned Agent discrootly interviowod Dr. LCOS on or' a', pi 
nzaiy 1951 to ascertain the cirpunstanPPs: ard -background of the , 



LCOS on pr' p', put 

3 January 

visit of LONGER and his brother-in-dLaw,; The into rview vdth LCOS was 
conducted under the guiso -that this yi^ont was attempting to learn the. 
nano's of other. U.S. contacts of the WliKLER complex, > Inasmuch as LCDS 
know thet thp undersigned Jigent - was; investigating "tire activities of 
Vr'IISlLER, his contacts and modus operand!, no undue suspicion is believed 
to have been aroused. During this interview Dr. LOOS offered the. 
follov/ing addition information. 
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1 . "During the summer months of 1950 (LOOS was unable to recall the 

exact date) ' LOPS received a letter froa gilU HOKTTL in which he (HOST TL) ; 
wrote' about one Kurt' RGNGER, ah dperipan citizen, who, after th® war, T7 a s .• 
employed vdth the Department of the Army in Ihiernberg, Gcrnary, and who ; " 
is currently r e s id ing • in Vienna, Austria, whore he is working as a news 
and photo reporter. BOfTTL f urthcr stated that PORGS?. ^7aatod . to mo®t 
LOOS*. The 1 otter , ' however, did not .answer h*02^'fL , 0 letter ■ end ■ disregarded; 
tho whole matter. , ^ ' • v '. '• 

"At tho'.. end of November or tho beginning ' of December, 1950 ^(agala 
LOOS was unable to recall the exact, date) LOOS, while visiting 
in Salzburg (i-'arkus Sittikusstrasse 15)., received a tolcphono call from .' 
KONGER who stated that he received hlliKLER* a. telephone number (69Q23) 
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from .lion XL an! that he (FOlIGiil) would liko to take the opportunity to 
Root LOOS and Y/IHKLER. Conooquontly a mooting was arranged and POHGSH 
arrived at apartment at 1C00 the some day. 



. * . "FOUGHT introduced himself to LOOS and WIUKLER and then requested \ 
permission to use tho tolophono to coll his brother-in-law. POIIGFR ; 
plnood the call and informed tho party on tbio othor line that he (fO'JGhH) 
could; now bo reaehod at Karjois Slttlkusstrasse 15, Soon thereafter ' 
another person arrived at 3IlflCLL‘H' a apartment who introduced hlosolf 
as tho brother-in-law of POHOER, Then, P0NG2V LOOS, 17INKLEk and uthe 
/ brother-in-law" commenced a conversation which continued for about, three 
■ '-hours, ‘ ‘ >' ' • 

"pOHGER told LOOS and ’.7E5KLOF. about his foimer ’work' in tticrnberg. 

' Ho explained that ho was then collecting evidence and information con- 

• corning war crimes' and crimes against humanity committed by tho Germans 
: "under tho Pasi recimo, ; Ho indicated to LOOS that he (POliGSTl) knew LOOS 

in Huernborg. However, LOOS answered that ho couldn’t remenbor having 
ever seen . P0HGER before; . LOOS then asked ppiJOBH if ho knew one Ottq 
K.EILiSfEIL:, a U,9, citizen who was LOOS' interrogator in Huornborg. 
KKLILISKSIt.!' s father, a former, police official in Vienna, served with 
LOOS in the police head quarters in Vienna, P0;iG5P, answered, ’’Yes, J. know 
him quite well," However, to a subsequent question, isDr. Otto 
, . KKSIlISnEIiJ identical with one dwEJLISiELj who, according to a newspaper,, 
was a speaker at a coxnojnist mcctir^ in 1948 in Gras, Styria, POIJOSil ■ 
replied that he;, did not knc,7 if the two are identical. Then, apparently . ■ 

■ ' • in order to avoid eny f U3rt>hr-r. nue'sfc iohs concerning K'dJILISHHIl!, . POIiGEJI 
Stated that. he had not seen him for years. FOUGB^ thcn tal'-sed afcout an - 
’ acquaintance of his;' -one 'dllGER . (tqiCyiR) (fr.u) who WQr3;ed as an investigator 
"for the Czech T/ar Crete's Commission in ' Jtornberc and- whp, according to 
, POIIGER, -is now an inport ant fvaietipnary in tlrrCceeh Communist Party." 

The discussion was then changed to atrocities coitAitted in C^man con- 
centration camps. 'VltwCgB?. contributed to the discussion ty giving hi? , . 
version of the .'20th July Affair' and- his and Yr'iHi HOETTL's part in the 
. ' ’affair! at the end of Y/orld '.7ar II. P0EG3Y then questioned LOPS and 

* Y/IKKLEP. about PJEpL, Sriedjof, who, according to PQHQEP, received, pews 

photos from, the European Hows Service, the news service with which POHG221 
it connected. FORGER stated that KEDL failed to make the necessary pay- 
ments and that tho European News Service was forced to proceed with a court 
action against .-HJSOL, : . 

"The conversation then centered around the current tension between 
East and Treat. 711 present gave the impression of being entirely pro- 
. Western' in their viewpoints, 

' . "pOliGER and . his brother-in-law left . the apartment after Y-IIfrESR 
explained that a friend (the undersigned) whom he. expected, had arrived, 

if. . ■ i ■'« In an attempt to. clarify 's number of points, - .the Uidersigned rccpueated 

{ $ . Dr,. LOOS to answer the. following specific questions. Qr. LCCSansv-nrc-d • 

! . as indicated. 

i ; • , - . , ' u ; ■ .. 
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■ "^ysSTIOM* iVhb was the target of PONGER' a visit - you or V/INKLER? 

"ANS.VER: * I boliovo X was; H03TTL, in a lot tor, aokod mo to moot PONG 21, 

. "QUESTION: V.hat was tho purpoco of tho visit? 

"AliSiER: I don't know. I had the fooling that PONGER and his brothor* 

in-law 'did not ccao to the point';. tho whole conversation 
wao conor ol, tVo talkod a lot but nothing was said. 



"QUESTION: 

"ANSWER: 



"QUESTION: 



"ANS’/EPJ 



"QUESTION: 

"AHSiYER: 



"QUESTION: 

»ANSV;2R: 



"QUESTION: 
"JLWSUSRs ■ 



"QUESTION: 



tj aw 



Did PONGER ask any questions concerning V/INKLER's US connections 
or his' connections rd.th the OoVP? 

PONGER did not ask any questions, only about RIEDL, The . 
conversation as I have already pointed out, was very general, 
Taoro was no obvious purpose in the conversation, 

'.That do you know about REDL’s connections with the : European 
News Service? .'..'1 

Seno tine agel RJ3PL recoivod a number of photos about tho 
southeast (Balkan States) from the European News Service, 

At that tizio RBDh, SCUwARZKOPF and GEISLSR of tho ECHO PER 
NOCKS woro planning to organize a "Southeast News Service ", 

RJEDL gave the photos to SCIIVASZKOIF tho used then but JKver 
gave thp money to RIEDL, I believe RI3DL owes PONGER about 
230 JUS, v'. /■ T-V.;S 

Dr, LOOS, ■•.are you sure you did. not sec PONGER , in N’ucrnbsrg? 

Yes,. I am sura. Jsiy interrogator was KiuJILISHEIm. Ho inter? 
rogated no continuously, At the time of my release from .. • 
Nuernberg prison he askpd me about my future plans,, 
replied that I would go to Salzburg to join ray'fnnily, he advised 
me to go to Vienna and not to Salzburg where 'all the DP* 5 
hang out',. He discharged me. by saying !I will see you again.' 

Did you. soe. iCRSILISHSni after you loft' Nuernberg? . 

No, I did not, I learned that he left Nuernberg and went to 
Paris, France.' : Sara tine ago J - L?arr,od -fron the newspaper 
that . one R»^jgiS3E was -a speaker at a meeting of 'the'' K?9e 
and wondered.' 'if- this were the cate rcn I knew, I paopjesd 
discreetly with the .Anstri an Polio o and I received a reply 
indicating that the speaker dt the meeting was identical, 
with' Dr. Otto KRSILISHSE.:, a U,S. citizen who arrived fro* 

Paris, France, and was .at that tirsj residing in Vienna. NIV, 

Did you- or V/INNLSR SOP PONGER again? ' 

Ho, ■ I did not and NINuLBR would 'have told me, about PONGED.... 
if he had seen him again, .• V; ■ ' 

Did . PONGER state that he v/as connected with any U.S. agency 
in Austria or the U.S. Government? 

No, he did not. ; He .stated that he left the Government 
service and is now in Austria as a private citizen. 
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"QUESTION: : Aftor I (tho undorcignod) onto rod tho aporfcreont, did FORGER '• 
or his . brothor-iirlaw inquiro who I wao? Qr wlion Y/IRKLER 
woo oxpooting? ••' • _ . ! A v V'v,U.'.iv 

n AKS7ER: •■• •; I don't boliovo that thoy notiood you. Thoro was no q^octio^; 

asked." " 
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o. S/A Kurt I-EHIER reported that on 28 Jidy 1951 Pill! HQETTL , ■'’&*■- 
Dr. Karr V/jRlOASR, • and Dr. Roman LOOS hod mot in Solzbupc and had dinod 
• at the local restaurant "Reisses Kreus" together, LOOS subnittod to ... /.'; •/.? PJ:: 
UEITRER tho following report (translated) on tho affair;. 

"U’ith. regard to tho FOKuSR affair, HOSTTL declared that he i?ot p.Jr ■ ■■ 
FORGER in Nuornborg and ia in constant contact with bin. . FORGER cupplios 
hin no.? end again with photographic Dateriol for use in newspaper 
article?: which he (HOEIIL) tfrites. In addition, L« receives from FQRGER inforno- 
tion on porsohs (contact; with) when ho needs for his litora^ activity#; . vv : 
in return, ho is alooys at rpKGE?.'? disposition for inforoction whon the ’>V 
latter sp do sires. POHGER has continual rosidonoo in Vionna, work? with 
his brothep^in-law, and has quartered hirasolf in a Russian bosirk. 

PONGS? did this purpopoly so that the Russians would let hin alone, i, e. ; , . 
so that they would not obsorvo hin or placo hits under observation, The. • 

Russians pc tu ally obsorved him closely at first. . M they loarriod (dorauC ’ ■ A ’ 
kanan) that FORGER was not engaged in intolligcnco work, but rather , Qpeupied • 
hips elf- rmsnrpj alTy with his pictorial sorvico, they paid no taope attcip* . 
tion to hia. /And so v/as his reasoning justified. PpRGEE told KOSfZL •/ 
about’ his conversation (Rotes Of 24 Rovcnber 195P), wldeh cotwersation had | 
been brought about when,, in the course of a conversation botwaen FORGER 






circunstancos and excused hinself on this account. 1 ' - 

f. The following paragraph has been cxtrcctcd fror a report 
on the interrogation of YY’alter LAUDER, associate . of FORGER cr.d VE?3SE in . 
their espionage activities:. 

"During October .1952, FORGER asked ’ LAUDER tp: drive hi!? on a business ■ 

. trip to Go many. LAUD SR agreed, ’ since he wanted repairs made on his par . 
at Eunich. LAUDS?, and PONGS? left Vienna early in October and journeyed 
to’ galzburg,- where they, net a. ".an noer. the Salzburg Railroad Station. • A-'. ' 
FORGER introduced the nan to LAUDER as Y/illi HOETTL, snd announced that. . 



rej oir.ed then. • LAU3E? then drove to liucmbcrc> uhore they net FORGER'S 
partner in charge cf QS? in .Gorr.any, (fnu) BAC«U3l. ■ LARBEK recalled tkat . 
BACKER had had to travel' for an hour in order to reach Rucrncorg, but ' . 
does net’ .recall BACKSA'e address.' LAUB3R adnitted that £ nunber^of . ' 
oencilled notes qf nance and addresses -found in- his ' apartnent after his 
anprehensiQn.hcd- been dictated'. t.o bin by FORGE?, after this meeting.- A 
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curcoxy examination of thooo hafias indicates that most turo former IJazifl.; f! Iv-Vi: jf. j 
LAUB521 does not recall whether PONGEE rocoivod thoho nanos from HQETTL ~ ' H 



' . in the direction of Frankfurt,.;-; LAUESR and PONGEE journeyed through '■ ;• v ^ ■ : K .• ~ ^ ■:> 

Frankfurt to Wetalcr, where P0NG2R ordered on amount ' of pliotogjuphic -ifR ..; : f : 

equipment, f LAUBER and PONGEE then roturoed to Eunich, whore" the equips ■ lv 1 

mo nt ordered was to bo picked up, -J After waiting. a day and roceivin^; '. • ;'\i 

• ' none of the fequipjno nt^ BANESR and PONGER returned to Vienna,.: Neither ■ ' : • : . f’i • •'!; 

NOETTL nor BACKER was asain contacted. LAUBER doniod ah7 knowledge of "f 

HOEPfL' s ;haekground as ;a former; S$ officer or ; his post-war activities ..... .... ; v<; ■■ -.1 

ac an intorhationaliy known espionage agent. LAIJBER also knows nothing ; . .. • f:\ 

about EAGKER except that bo i3 the rdpresontative of CEP in Ceroanyy . ;. 

LAyBSR can recoil no portinent details regarding this trip." 



(NOTE: BACKER is belie vod to bo identical with Willibald BARKER, 

Oborfranlcon 23, PFi:SSIG-?f)THENKXP.aEN, Gei-many.) 

• 3. It ; is requested that an agent from the 430th CIC Dotachment,y. : - 
Sub->Det«chnqnt "A”, be assigned to interview Subject at Alt Ayssee 53,' ; - 
1 ... Subject's hone. Interviewing agent should attempt to ascertain the . '}■■■ 

■ following during interviews >' •' ' V.' v ;./■ ' \ *.■; ; 

a. The circumstances surrounding the initial contact of Subject 
with PONGER, V2R3ER/. end EAU3EP.; Purpose of contact, personalities 

- present,, topics, discussed, etc, 

b. ; 1 detailed account of all subsequent contacts, ’ 

c. Description of all “favors" received by Subject from FORGER, 

ct al, and on account of all favors given P0KGER in return. (See paragraph 
2e above,) /• . .••• 

. d, - Detailed account of. all information submitted by Subject- tp 
POI^ER etc J., (See paragraph 2e above,) . 

■ r. Information concerning any joint literary efforts of Subject 
and FORGER,/ (See paragraph 2c above.) ... , 

fi' Subject's knowledge of any Soviet contacts of FORGER, ct al. 

g, '- -Subject's knowledge of POKGER 1 s contacts other then Soviet, 

h. Information 'concerning Ere, ‘Vera FORGER, the literary 

. director .of the Central European Press (CS?) as Gontrasted with her . .. 
husband, who. was the photographic leader of tho .CSP, 
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thenes at virion? end opporfcwie tines during interyiair of : SupjaQtf . . yrr: . 

•■• r •' '■'■■".• ; . 1 • . : v , : \. ■ \p-h:Wi 

a j- F6arlQfs3roo3jjro. ; Livelihood of implication in the press 
of Sublet rdth the espionage activities of PONGER aid VEHB5E. ,wucb ■; - >• •'; 

inpUQAtion appears to bo justified in view of the information in para- 
Graph Z -above* • . • a / ; • -’S' V^ ;y . . ... . • ;. ./' ' •'. • ;. •";•'•• ;l . v^f- . [ 



b» Vanity of Subject . Did Subject* an wy „ _ 

operative roolly believe rCi?0Sf;*3 : naive 
his residence in tho Soviet sector of Vienna. Did Suhjoct: really fall 
to identify F0IIG2II as an espionage agent after he had rocoivod so mny 
elear indications of PONGER's true activity? ..• ..... 

' •'• c. Subi set * s de sire for ■ 

.incricons* hooanso. of his un- 

equaled knowledge of the general intelligcnco picture in - 

to. pursue on behalf of the Americans- the countless intelligence leans 
which have appeared iii the P0NG2P--VEKPE?. case. - " 

5. Tho interviewing agent vrynate full upe of all the inforrn^ion 
appearing in tfis disposition form; he nay not, however, refer to tne ; • 

specific sources of the information* 






6. It is further requested that, of ter Subject has l?eenvar!_ 
i7INKLi;'R ard LCOS likewise be ir.terviewea. It is suggested via y. . ® 
same agent bo used for all three interviews. 

. ' POP THE ASSISTANT GUIS? 0? STAFF,. G2: 
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